Fellow conference team,

Distinguished delegates,

Let me first thank all of you for your continued interest in Somalia.

Today a child will be born in Somalia. Her mother will feed her and take care of her, just like any other mother in the world does. However, although children, women and men are similar all around the world, their level of prosperity is not similar. In Somalia and many other developing countries factors as; a sufficient amount of food, primary education and health care, is rather a utopia than a given fact. While peoples in prosperous parts of the world are dreaming of more success are peoples in Somalia happy to wake up with the same conditions as they woke up with the day before.
The revolutionary development of the last centuries has enormous influence on the earth as well as on movement, technique and the severity of war. It has dissolved borders and made local crisis’s to global crisis’s. Natural disasters’ occur more often and are more severe; a volcano outbreak effects air traffic on a whole continent; financial crisis in one country spreads easily to others; hunger, drought and war make peoples flee from their cities and villages; the impact of terrorism has become global; and nuclear weapons frighten everyone around the world.
Ladies and gentleman, the forum of the United Nations where all countries can join forces, is the given medium to find sustainable solutions. Solutions that secure development and peace for all peoples. The United Nations can create resolutions that recognises needs of the poor, that strengthens the rule of law, that protects our natural resources, and that give equal conditions and prosperities to both men and women. 
Let me please turn to the situation in Somalia now. After more than two decades of armed confrontation, violence and upheavals, stability in Somalia will not come overnight. However, we have, in the Djibouti Agreement, a structure that provides a path to follow, as the Government, supported by the international community, moves towards restoring peace and security. However much remains to be done. 
Firstly I will address piracy. I have to note that piracy is very profitable business and that it is not a coincidence that it takes place in the waters around Somalia. We can conclude that the contribution of the international community has affected piracy strongly. Ships with food supplies to Somalia gain easier access and the overall number of successful armed robbery attacks has decreased. However, the fact that the overall number of attacks has not diminished and that pirates commit their attacks further out on the sea, proves that only the presence of international naval forces not solves the problem at hand. Furthermore would a permanent naval presence be costly in the long-run. It is also important to give Somali people lawful alternatives to piracy. Therefore I call upon you to seek solutions that are focussed on root causes and regional capacity. 

Examples of areas that need special attention are humanitarian assistance and support to the government to maintain and improve security, but I will not go into detail now.

Now let me please address the Responsibility to Protect doctrine. We as the peoples of the United Nations are not only all responsible for each other's security. We are also, in some measure, responsible for each other's welfare. Global solidarity is both necessary and possible. It is necessary because without a measure of solidarity no society can truly be stable, and no one's prosperity truly secure. It is furthermore not realistic to think that some people can go on deriving great benefits from globalization while billions of their fellow human beings are left in poverty. 
A decade ago, the UN Millennium Summit adopted the "Millennium Development Goals" reached by 2015: goals such as halving the proportion of people in the world who do not have clean water to drink; making sure all girls, as well as boys, receive at least primary education; slashing infant and maternal mortality; and stopping the spread of HIV/Aids. Although many of these goals are likely to be achieved globally, the situation in the African continent and particular in the African Horn has not improved. Prosperity in Somalia and the African continent may not come overnight, but we have to agree that their citizens are as important to us as any other and we have to face the challenge to give our fellow world citizens at least a chance to share prosperity. Much of that can only be done by governments and people in the countries themselves. But other countries play a vital role too. 
By studying history we have to conclude that R2P too often has been no more than a pure theoretical factor. However, the Security Council has the function and responsibility to maintain international peace and security in accordance with the principles and purposes of the United Nations; and to use appropriate means whenever necessary, in order to give the child born in Somalia today and all other children the prosperity they deserve.
Ladies and gentlemen I am convinced that the debates during this conference will be though and long, but do not forget that the strength of the United Nations is not defined by its differences, no, the strength of the united nations is defined by its common humanity.
I hereby declare this conference to be opened.

I wish you all a successful conference.

Thank you very much.

